
FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF GROTON 
Sunday, October 29, 2006 

A Thought before the Service Begins: 
Out of life comes death, and out of death, life,                              
Out of the young, the old, and out of the old, the young                 
Out of waking, sleep and out of sleep, waking                               
The stream of creation and dissolution never stops.            
Heraclitus 

 (We ask that you turn off the ringers on your cell phones, beepers and 
electronic devices. Please join us in a time of quiet during the prelude.) 

Prelude           Praeludium                  (Johann Pachelbel) 

Ringing of the Bell       Rebecca Pike, Bell-Ringer 

Call to Worship   Spirit of Truth, of Life, of Power  
                              (Westwood, Mason)                           Adult Choir 

Welcome and Announcements         Roger Allen 

*Hymn            Gather the Spirit                    #347 

Chalice L ighting       Brenna Mayer 

Response Hymn   (please remain seated) 
Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of life, come to me, come to me. 

The Dedication of Henry Mayer  Svarczkopf� son of Tim 
Svarczkopf and Brenna Mayer 

Singing the Children and Teachers to Church School 
Go now in peace. Go now in peace. 
May the love of God surround you 
Everywhere, everywhere you may go. (repeat) 

 

Candles of Celebration and Concern 
You are invited to come forward, light a candle and briefly 
share a joy or sorrow that has touched your life. 

Anthem  Harvest Days      (Rosetti, Parker)               Adult Choir 
"It is over. What is over? 
        Nay, how much is over truly; 
Harvest days we toiled to sow for; 
        Now the sheaves are gathered newly, 
        Now the wheat is garnered duly. 
 
It is finished.  What is finished? 
        Much is finished, known or unknown: 
Lives are finished; time diminished; 
        Was the fallow field left unsown? 
        Will these buds be always unblown? 
  
It suffices.  What suffices? 
        All suffices reckoned rightly: 
Spring shall bloom where now the ice is, 
            Roses make the bramble sightly, 
            And the quickening sun shine brightly. 
            And the latter wind blow lightly. 
And our garden teem with spices. 

Reading  from Walking Toward Morning by Victoria Safford 

Spoken Prayer , followed by Silent Meditation  

Offer tory  Fughetta              (Karl Heinrich Graun) 

*Offer tory Response 
Words: Melinda Green; Music: Shawn McCann 

We thank each other for these gifts 
Which makes our giving bless-ed. 
We bless the works our gifts sustain 
And pray they ripple outward. 
With grace and generosity 
We show our faith enacted.   

Sermon  Facing into the Mystery       Rev. Kemler 

(remainder of Service on back) 



Meditation and the Speaking of Names 

Hymn  Sing of Living, Sing of Dying                  #306 

*Benediction (sung)  
As we leave this friendly place, 
Love give light to every face. 
May the kindness, which we learn, 
Light our hearts till we return. 

Benediction Response  Part In Peace        (Adams)  -  Adult Choir 

Postlude   Toccata in C                (Johann Pachelbel) 

(Please remain seated during the Postlude. You are also invited to come to 
the front of the church and light a candle silently during this time. We ask 

the congregation to remain seated in quiet until the last candle is lit.) 

*Please stand as you are able. 

Large Print Hymnals, Orders of Service and Assisted Listening 
Devices are available at the sanctuary doors. 

*  *  *  *  

The flowers in church this morning are given by the Mayer - 
Svarczkopf Family in honor of their son and brother, Henry, on this 
day of his dedication; and for those loved ones who have given us 

so much in the time they were with us. 
 

Greeters:  Laura Donovan and Dale Martin 
Ushers:  Becky Pine and Diane Blackburn 
Fellowship Hour Hosts: The Mayer Svarczkopf Family 

 

 

 

 
WELCOME TO VISITORS: Visitors are encouraged to sign the Visitor’s Book 
downstairs. Please stop by the Newcomer’s Table on the stage in the Vestry 
(the room directly below the Sanctuary). It has information on the First Parish 
Church and Unitarian Universalism. Join us for our Fellowship Hour in the 
Vestry following the service.  Nametags help us to identify one another. You can 
order one at the Visitors’ Table. Our minister, staff and identified leaders are 
available to meet with you to answer questions about our community. 
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 “We are a supportive and welcoming liberal religious 
community. We live and share our beliefs by: exploring and 

nurturing our spirits; being inspired by the examples and 
teachings of diverse religious and moral leaders; fostering faith, 
justice and stewardship among ourselves and within the larger 

community; valuing our children and youth; celebrating our 
individual diversity and common unity.” 


