
FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF GROTON 
Sunday, November 26, 2006 

Thoughts before the Service Begins: 

Have you got any soul?" a woman asks the next afternoon. That depends, I 
feel like saying; some days yes, some days no. A few days ago I was right 
out; now I've got loads, too much, more than I can handle. I wish I could 
spread it a bit more evenly, I want to tell her, get a better balance, but I 
can't seem to get it sorted. I can see she wouldn't be interested in my 
internal stock control problems though, so I simply point to where I keep 
the soul I have, right by the exit, just next to the blues. Nick Hornby 
 
The blues is an art of ambiguity, an assertion of the irrepressibly human 
over all circumstances, whether created by others or by one's own human 
failing.  Ralph Ellison 

(We ask that you turn off the ringers on your cell phones, beepers and 
electronic devices. Please join us in a time of quiet during the prelude.) 

Prelude  Stormy Monday                    (T-Bone Walker) 

Ringing of the Bell       Rebecca Pike, Bell-Ringer 

Call to Worship                 chimes 

Welcome and Announcements         C.C. Doucet 

*Hymn  How Can I Keep From Swinging                  #108 

Chalice L ighting       Paul Donovan 

Response Hymn   (please remain seated) 
Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of life, come to me, come to me. 

 

A Time for  All Generations      Yesterday I Had the Blues 
         by Jeron Ashord Frame 

Candles of Celebration and Concern 
You are invited to come forward, light a candle and briefly 
share a joy or sorrow that has touched your life. 

Singing the Children and Teachers to Church School 
Go now in peace. Go now in peace. 
May the love of God surround you 
Everywhere, everywhere you may go. (repeat) 

Special Music 
God Bless the Child    (Billie Holiday & Arthur Herzog, Jr.) 
                                                                   Andrew Watson, vocal 

Reading  Nightclub by Billy Collins 

Spoken Prayer , followed by Silent Meditation  

Offer tory  Swinging Shepherd Blues    (Moe Koffman) 
                                                                                         Paul Funch, flute 

Sermon  Indigo Reflections                Rev. Kemler 

*Hymn  Christmas Time is Here    (Vince Guaraldi, Lee Mendelson) 

Christmas time is here 
Happiness and cheer 
Fun for all that children call 
Their favorite time of the year 
 

Snowflakes in the air 
Carols everywhere 
Olden times and ancient rhymes 
Of love and dreams to share 
 

Sleigh bells in the air 
Beauty everywhere 
Yuletide by the fireside 
And joyful memories there 

continued on back 



Christmas time is here 
We'll be drawing near 
Oh, that we could always see 
Such spirit through the year 
 

(musical interlude) 
 

Christmas time is here 
We'll be drawing near 
Oh, that we could always see 
Such spirit through the year 
Oh, that we could always see 
Such spirit through the year... 

*Benediction (sung)  
As we leave this friendly place, 
Love give light to every face. 
May the kindness, which we learn, 
Light our hearts till we return. 

Postlude  All Blues        (Miles Davis) 

(Please remain seated during the Postlude. You are also invited to come to 
the front of the church and light a candle silently during this time. We ask 

the congregation to remain seated in quiet until the last candle is lit.) 

*Please stand as you are able. 
Large Print Hymnals, Orders of Service and Assisted Listening Devices 

are available at the sanctuary doors. 

*  *  *  *  
Guest musicians at this service include  

- Frank Austin (drums) 
- Steve Burne (bass) 
- Paul Funch (flute) 

- Andrew Watson (vocal, guitar)  
 

The flowers in church this morning are given to remember the life 
of Jean Downey by her family. 

Greeters:  Patrick & Diana Hughes 
Ushers:  Edmund Lowney and Rebecca Sandy 
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Belinda Hutchins, Rocky Sandy, and Bekka 
Sandy 
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“We are a supportive and welcoming liberal religious community. We live 

and share our beliefs by: exploring and nurturing our spirits; being inspired 
by the examples and teachings of diverse religious and moral leaders; 
fostering faith, justice and stewardship among ourselves and within the 

larger community; valuing our children and youth; celebrating our individual 
diversity and common unity.” 

 


