
FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF GROTON 
Sunday, December 17, 2006 

A Thought before the Service Begins: 

May the holiness of this season shine in your life.   
May the promise of joy at dawn’s breaking fill you with hope.                                                                    
May the light of the many flames we kindle here, guide us as we 
seek to walk in truth, kindness and compassion. 

 (We ask that you turn off the ringers on your cell phones, beepers and 
electronic devices. Please join us in a time of quiet during the prelude.) 

Prelude  Arrival of the Queen of Sheba (Handel) 
                                                                                 Paul Funch, flute 

Ringing of the Bell       Rebecca Pike, Bell-Ringer 

Call to Worship                   Chimes 

Welcome and Announcements    Bonnie Asselin 

*Hymn  Deck the Halls                                       #235 

L ighting of the Chalice and Advent Wreath   Karen Johnson 

Lighting of the Menorah                        Dina Samfield 

Response Hymn   (please remain seated) 
Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of life, come to me, come to me. 

Presentation of Gifts       Inquirers, Venturers and Seers Classes 
 I Seek the Spirit of a Child                  #338 

Guest At Your  Table Return Ceremony 
                                                   led by the Senior High Youth Group 
                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   #225
 Once in Royal David’s City                   #228 

Singing the Children and Teachers to Church School 
Go now in peace. Go now in peace. 
May the love of God surround you 
Everywhere, everywhere you may go. (repeat) 

Candles of Celebration and Concern 
You are invited to come forward, light a candle and briefly 
share a joy or sorrow that has touched your life. 

Readings Miracle of Light                         Patrick Murfin 
The Miracle of Hanukkah    Mark Belletini 

Spoken Prayer , followed by Silent Meditation  

Offer tory  Bring A Torch, Jeannette, Isabella  (arr. Chip Davis) 
                                                                                  Paul Funch, flute 

*Offer tory Response 
Words: Melinda Green; Music: Shawn McCann 

We thank each other for these gifts 
Which makes our giving bless-ed. 
We bless the works our gifts sustain 
And pray they ripple outward. 
With grace and generosity 
We show our faith enacted.   

Sermon  Blessed Are You, New Being      Rev. Kemler 

Hymn  In the Bleak MidWinter 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind makes moan. 
Earth stands hard as iron, water like a stone.  
Snow has fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow on snow.  
In the bleak midwinter, it is ever so.  

 

 
(Service continues on back cover) 



Now the new year beckons, even in this night.  
Soon the days will lengthen, and our hearts grow light.  
Hope will grow within us as we look ahead, 
And we see that spring wakes out of winter’s bed.  
 

Light will follow darkness, as the earth turns round,  
Sunlight follows moonlight, thawing frozen ground.  
So our lives renew with every dawning day,  
And with every new year, blue skies follow gray.  

*Benediction (sung)  
As we leave this friendly place, 
Love give light to every face. 
May the kindness, which we learn, 
Light our hearts till we return. 

Postlude  Scherzo from ©A Midsummer Night©s Dream©  
                                          Op. 61(Mendelssohn) - Paul Funch, flute 

(Please remain seated during the Postlude. You are also invited to come to 
the front of the church and light a candle silently during this time. We ask 

the congregation to remain seated in quiet until the last candle is lit.) 

*Please stand as you are able. 

Large Print Hymnals, Orders of Service and Assisted Listening 
Devices are available at the sanctuary doors. 

*  *  *  *  

The flowers in church this morning are given by Ellen Todd and 
John Jackson in celebration of friends, family and the memories of 

those who are no longer with us. 

Greeters:  Michelle Kurmas and Becky Barth 
Ushers:  Edmund Lowney and Jim Oehler 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Pot Luck hosted by Heidi Becker 
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“We are a supportive and welcoming liberal religious community. We live and share 
our beliefs by: exploring and nurturing our spirits; being inspired by the examples 
and teachings of diverse religious and moral leaders; fostering faith, justice and 
stewardship among ourselves and within the larger community; valuing our children 
and youth; celebrating our individual diversity and common unity.” 
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