FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF GROTON
Sunday, April 22, 2007
A Thought before the Service Begins:

The poetry of earth is never dead
John Keats

(We ask that you turn off the ringers on your cell phones, beepers and
electronic devices. Please join usin atime of quiet during the prelude.)

Prelude  Oh, What a Beautiful Morning
Richard Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein

Ringing of the Bell Rebecca Pike, Bell-Ringer

Welcome and Announcements Melinda Green
*Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth #21
ChaliceLighting Sophie Wadsworth
Response Hymn (please remain seated)

Spirit of Life, come unto me.

Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.
Blow inthewind, risein the sea;

Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
Roots hold me close; wings set me free;

Spirit of life, cometo me, come to me.

A Timefor All Generations To Make aPrairie
by Emily Dickinson

Singing the Children and Teachersto Church School
Go now in peace. Go now in peace.
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go. (repeat)

Candles of Celebration and Concern
You areinvited to come forward, light a candle and briefly
share ajoy or sorrow that has touched your life.

Responsive Reading ONE ART by Elizabeth Bishop

The art of losing isn't hard to master;
so many things seem filled with the intent
to belost that their lossis no disaster.

L ose something every day. Accept the fluster
of lost door keys, the hour badly spent.
The art of losing isn't hard to master. [ Congregation reads]

Then practice losing farther, losing faster:
places, and names, and where it was you meant
to travel. None of these will bring disaster.

I lost my mother's watch. And look! my last, or
next-to-last, of three loved houses went.
The art of losing isn't hard to master. [ Congregation reads]

| lost two cities, lovely ones. And, vaster,
some reams | owned, two rivers, a continent.
I miss them, but it wasn't a disaster.

--Even losing you (the joking voice, a gesture

I love) | shan't have lied. It's evident

the art of losing's not too hard to master [ALL read]
though it may look like (Writeit!) like disaster.

Anthem  The Happy Wanderer Friedrich-Wilhelm Maller
Reading #1 Letter to Summer by Jane Shore
Reading #2 From Blossoms by Li-Young Lee

Spoken Prayer, followed by Silent M editation

Offertory Home on the Range David Guion
*Offertory Response
Words: Barbara Rich Music: Joshua Rich

Today we give our time

Our compassion, wit and song
Everyday we can choose,

To beginagainin love.



We give what we can,
Generous as we can
Opening the doors

To begin againin love.

Reflection #1 Melinda Green
Hymn We Sing of Golden Mornings #44
Reflection #2 Sophie Wadsworth

*Benediction (sung)
Aswe leave thisfriendly place,
Love givelight to every face.
May the kindness, which we learn,
Light our hearts till we return.

Postlude  Down to the River to Pray Traditional

(Please remain seated during the Postlude. You are also invited to cometo

the front of the church and light a candle silently during this time. We ask
the congregation to remain seated in quiet until the last candleislit.)

*Please stand asyou are able.
Large Print Hymnals and Assisted Listening Devices are available
at the sanctuary doors.
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Special thanks to our guest musicians:
Carolyn McCreary - Piano, Carol Tillis - Guitar and Vocals,
Patrick Hughes - Guitar and Vocals

Groton, Massachusetts

The flowers in church this morning are given by Becky Barth and
Clio Fisher in memory of Marian Tyler, their mother and
grandmother, on this 92nd anniversary of her birth.
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Greeters. Dale Martin, Shirley Man
Ushers: Karen Goudey, Kurt Staven
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Two Dianes and a Diana

NOTE: Poems used in today’s service are available at the church
website by following the “ Latest Links” button.

“We are a supportive and welcoming liberal religious community.

We live and share our beliefs by: exploring and nurturing our
spirits; being inspired by the examples and teachings of diverse
religious and moral leaders; fostering faith, justice and
stewardship among ourselves and within the larger community;
valuing our children and youth; celebrating our individual
diversity and common unity.”




