FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF GROTON
Sunday, September 9, 2007

A Thought beforethe Service Begins:

Jars of spring water are not enough anymore. Take us down to the
river. Rumi

Come drink deep of living waters,
without cup bend close to the ground.
Wade with bare feet into troubled waters
where love of life abounds.
| turn my head to sky rainsfalling,
wash the wounds of numbness from my soul.
Turn my heart in tides of fierce renewal
where love and rage run whole.
Come rains of heaven on the dry seed,
rains of love on every tortured land.
Roots complacent awaken in compassion
so hope springs in our hands,
Come drink deep.
Carolyn McDade.

(We ask that you turn off the ringers on your cell phones, beepers and
electronic devices. Please join usin atime of quiet during the prelude.)

Ringing of the Bell Rebecca Pike, Bell-Ringer
Prelude  Trumpet Voluntary (John Bennett)

Call toWorship Riversof Babylon (traditional) Adult Chair

Welcome and Announcements LindaVine, Senior Deacon
*Hymn Wade in the Water #210
ChaliceLighting Keith Dawson

Response Hymn (please remain seated)
Spirit of Life, come unto me.
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.
Blow inthewind, risein the sea;
Movein the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
Roots hold me close; wings set me free;
Spirit of life, cometo me, come to me.

A Timefor All Generations
When Watute Wants Some Water by Jennifer Sarja
(for more information on Youth Inkwell’s Well Project,
visit www.youthinkwell.org)

Anthem Invocation (Words: Sarton; Music: McLaren)
Adult Choir
Come out of the dark earth
Here where the minerals glow in their stone cells
Deeper than seed or birth

Come under the strong wave
Here Where the tug goes as the tide turns
And flows below that architrave

Comeinto the pure air
Above al heaviness of storm and cloud
To this Light possessd atmosphere

Come into, come out of, come under
The earth, The wave, The air,
Love touch us everywhere with primeval candor

Spoken Prayer, followed by Silent M editation
Offertory Pastorae (Charles Wesley)
*Offertory Response (insert)  (Words: Green; Music: McCann)

*Hymn I’ve Got Peace Like aRiver (verses 1-3) #100

(see back cover for remainder of service)



The Gathering of the Water  Reflections, Pouring, Blessing

*Hymn There'saRiver Flowin in My Soul (insert)

*Sung Benediction Carry theFlame  (seeinsert for music)
Carry the flame of peace and love until we meet again.
Oh, carry the flame of peace and love until we meet

again.
Postlude  Hornpipe (from Water Music)

(Please remain seated during the Postlude. You are also invited to cometo
the front of the church and light a candle silently during this time. We ask

the congregation to remain seated in quiet until the last candleislit.)
*Please stand asyou are able.

Large Print Hymnals and Assisted Listening Devices are available
at the sanctuary doors.

(G.F. Handel)

All are invited downstairs immediately following the
service for refreshments and conversation in the Vestry,
the large room directly beneath us.

* % %

Groton, Massachusetts

The flowers in church this morning are given by Ellen Todd and
John Jackson in celebration of her son, Nathan Turner’s marriage to
Monica Katsoulos, Jake' s start as afreshman at Pace University,
the beginning of a new church year, and the many new beginnings
celebrated at First Parish

Greeters: Dorisand Alan King
Ushers: Diane Swift and Suzanne Nelson

Fellowship Hour Hosts: Hospitality Committee,
hosted by its new Chair, Jenn Krieger

HHt #

“We are a supportive and welcoming liberal religious community. We
live and share our beliefs by: exploring and nurturing our spirits; being
inspired by the examples and teachings of diverse religious and moral
leaders; fostering faith, justice and stewardship among ourselves and
within the larger community; valuing our children and youth; celebrating
our individual diversity and common unity.”




