FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF GROTON
Sunday, December 9, 2007

A Thought before the Service Begins:
...even if you have no memories
of beloved elders chanting a guttural holy tongue
while holding the shamash aloft at dusk,
the menorah compels us all to consider
how centuries change stories,
how celebrations reflect as much as preserve,
and how we shape consecration of our own rituals.
We can all remember
that it takes only a candle
to light the way for each other,
it takes only acandle
to gather us together,
it takes only acandle
to set alight the bonfire of memory. (Lori Rottenberg)

If aparticular society’s cultural world — the dreams that have
guided it to a certain point — become dysfunctional, the
society must go back and dream again. (Thomas Berry)

(We ask that you turn off the ringers on your cell phones, beepers and
electronic devices. Please join usin atime of quiet during the prelude.)

Ringing of the Bell Rebecca Pike, Bell-Ringer
Prelude Little Preludein C (J.S. Bach)

Call toWorship Singit for the Earthin Need (Sue Ribaudo)
Children’s Choir

Welcome and Announcements Sue Gleason, Worship Leader
*Hymn ThisLittle Light of Mine #118
Lighting of the Chalice and the Advent Wreath Amy Sturm
Lighting of the Menorah Stuart Schulman

Response Hymn (please remain seated)
Spirit of Life, come unto me.
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.
Blow inthewind, risein the sea;
Movein the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
Roots hold me close; wings set me free;
Spirit of life, cometo me, come to me.

The Dedication of William Michael Barker, son of Alison and
Will Barker

Anthem  ThisLand IsYour Land (Woody Guthrie)
Children’s Choir

Singing the Children and Teachersto Church School
Go now in peace. Go now in peace.
May the love of God surround you
Everywhere, everywhere you may go. (repeat 2x)

Candles of Celebration and Concern
You areinvited to come forward, light a candle and briefly
share ajoy or sorrow that has touched your life.

Reading  The Miracle of Hanukkah by Mark Belletini
Spoken Prayer, followed by Silent M editation
Offertory Air (J.S. Bach)

*Offertory Response (Melinda Green/Shawn McCann)
We thank each other for these gifts
Which makes our giving bless-ed.
We bless the works our gifts sustain

And pray they ripple outward.

With grace and generosity

We show our faith enacted.
Sermon By ThisLight Rev. Kemler
Hymn For the Earth Forever Turning #163

(Service continued on back cover)



*Sung Benediction Carry the Flame
Carry the flame of peace and love until we meet again.
Oh, carry the flame of peace and love until we meet again.

Postlude  Voluntary IV (John Alcock)

(Please remain seated during the Postlude. You are also invited to cometo
the front of the church and light a candle silently during this time. We ask
the congregation to remain seated in quiet until the last candleislit.)

*Please stand asyou are able.

Large Print Hymnals and Assisted Listening Devices are available
at the sanctuary doors.
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Join us downstairs for good food and conver sation
immediately following the service!

The flowersin Church this morning are given by Tom Crow in
memory of Eleanor Fletcher Crow and our daughter,
Eleanor Elizabeth Crow Blake

Greeters. Patrick and Diana Hughes
Ushers: Tucker and Hale Smith
Fellowship Hour Hosts: The Caring Committee

WELCOME TO VISITORS: Visitors are encouraged to sign the Visitor's Book
downstairs. Please stop by the Newcomer’s Table on the stage in the Vestry. It
has information on the First Parish Church and Unitarian Universalism. Join us
for our fellowship hour in the Vestry following the service. Nametags help us to
identify one another. You can order one at the Visitors’ Table. Our minister, staff
and identified leaders are available to meet with you to answer questions about
our community.

THE FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF GROTON was gathered as the town church
in 1664. The congregation worships in its fourth Meeting House which was
completed in 1755. A town clock and Revere-cast bell rings out our call to
service every Sunday. The congregation is a member of the Unitarian
Universalist Association, a liberal faith that affirms the inherent worth and dignity
of every person; justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; acceptance
of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth; a free and responsible
search for truth and meaning; the right of conscience and the use of the
democratic process within our congregations and in society at large; the goal of
world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; and respect for the
interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.

Groton, Massachusetts
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“We are a supportive and welcoming liberal religious community. We live and
share our beliefs by: exploring and nurturing our spirits; being inspired by the
examples and teachings of diverse religious and moral leaders; fostering faith,
justice and stewardship among ourselves and within the larger community; valuing
our children and youth; celebrating our individual diversity and common unity.”




