
FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF GROTON 
May 4, 2008 

A Thought before the Service Begins: 
Faerys flit from flower to flower  
When the rain falls they do not cower  
Joyful showers in the spring's sweet rain  
Cool water, washing away all the pain  
Croaking frogs listen to their song  
They could listen to it all night long  
                                                         by Meghan Nowosad 

(We ask that you turn off the ringers on your cell phones, beepers and 
electronic devices. Please join us in a time of quiet during the prelude.) 

Ringing of the Bell                  Rebecca Pike, Bell-Ringer 

Prelude      Blue Boat Home   (words: Peter Mayer; tune: Hyfrodol) 

Call to Worship   Lady of the Seasons' Laughter           Adult Choir 

Welcome and Announcements              Sue Gleason 

Introduction                Denise Noble, DRE 

Chalice L ighting and Sabbatical Reflection        Alice Van Ormer 

Response Hymn   (please remain seated) 
Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of life, come to me, come to me. 

Preparation We Are All Children of the Earth       (John Trudell) 
During this musical interlude people are invited to adorn 

themselves for the festivities 

Calling the Directions &  Honor ing the Elements 
        Alice Van Ormer, Kara Kramer, Colleen Kurmas, Sue Gleason 

*Chant: Earth my Body, Water my Blood (author unknown) 
(see insert) 

Candles of Celebration and Concern 
You are invited to come forward, light a candle and briefly 
share a joy or sorrow that has touched your life. 

Teacher  Appreciation Ceremony  
             DRE, REC, YMT & Deacon Liaisons 

*Hymn  From You I Receive             #402 

Offer tory  Turn the World Around                      (Belafonte) 

*Offer tory Response (Words: Barbara Rich; Music: Joshua Rich) 
Today we give our time 
Our compassion, wit and song 
Everyday we can choose, 
To begin again in love. 
We give what we can, 
Generous as we can 
Opening the doors 
To begin again in love.  

Beltane Story               Denise Noble 

*Music &  Dance    ‘Tis a Gift to Be Simple                                #16 

Poem    Celebrate Beltane by Beth Washington    Alice Van Ormer 

Anthem    The River Is Flowing (composer unknown) - Adult Choir 

Reflection              Denise Noble 

Releasing the Directions    
        Sue Gleason, Alice Van Ormer, Colleen Kurmas, Kara Kramer 

*Music &  Dance      A Place In The Choir (Bill Staines) (see insert) 
Exit Sanctuary Singing & Dancing 

*Please r ise in body, or  in spir it, and join in the celebration 

(service continues on back cover) 



Large Print Hymnals and Assisted Listening Devices are available at the 
sanctuary doors. 

*  *  *  *  
Join us downstairs for good food and conversation immediately 

following the service! 

Special thanks to Andrew Watson and Steve Burne for playing 
guitars this week 

The flowers in church this morning are given by  
the Flower Committee 

Greeters and Ushers:   Jackie Meyer, Katelin Meyer, Anya Harter, 
Trevor Frey and Will Frey 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:   The Religious Education Committee and 
the Youth Ministry Team in honor of our Religious Educators 
 
WELCOME TO VISITORS: Visitors are encouraged to sign the Visitor’s Book 
downstairs. Please stop by the Newcomer’s Table on the stage in the Vestry. It 
has information on the First Parish Church and Unitarian Universalism. Join us 
for our fellowship hour in the Vestry following the service. Nametags help us to 
identify one another. You can order one at the Visitors’ Table. Our minister, staff 
and identified leaders are available to meet with you to answer questions about 
our community. 

First Parish Staff: 
  Minister   Rev. Elea Kemler   
      on sabbatical from 1/12/08 – 5/15/08 
  Sabbatical Minister Rev. Sue Phillips  (978) 448-5106 
      sabbatical_minister@uugroton.org 
  Director of RE  Denise Noble  (978) 448-6307 
      dreuugroton@yahoo.com (508) 528-8746 

Director of Music  Shawn McCann  (978) 433-7922 
      music@uugroton.org 

  Office Administrator Susan Parks  (978) 448-6307 
      office@uugroton.org 
  Office Assistant  Debby Smith  (978) 448-6307 
      grotondeb@hotmail.com 
  Sexton   Joe Fowler  (978) 448-2203 

Officers of the First Parish: 
  Chair, Board of Trustees Karen Johnson  (978) 448-9158 
  Senior Deacon  Linda Vine  (978) 448-5310 
  Treasurer  Roger Allen  (978) 448-6089 
  Clerk   Barbara Murray  (978) 448-3706 

Web Page:   www.uugroton.org          Email:  office@uugroton.org 
Office Hours are Tuesday–Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The telephone number is 
978-448-6307. Our newsletter is published monthly from September through June.  
The deadline for submitting articles is the 15th of the previous month.  Articles can be 
submitted through the church e-mail address, on disk, or placed on the 
administrator’s desk. 
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